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Abstract:  

The housing crisis is a pandemic. Across the world, millions struggle to find and keep a decent, securehome 

they can afford.  The symptoms ofthe malaise vary by national and local circumstances, but the root cause 

is thesame.  Global capitalism is nowincreasingly in thrall to and dependent on the speculative property 

market andan ideology – sometimes described as “The Washington Consensus” - that treatshousing as a 

commodity. 

Urban areas are the focus of tension between those who want to live inthe metropolis and those who want 

to make money from it.  Cities have become contested zones between State-sponsoredcorporate interests 

and protest movements. From Gezi Park to Rio favelas, UK council housing to post-Katrina NewOrleans, 

demands for the Right to the City compete with forces seeking toexclude and displace working class 

communities. 

This paper will explore these issues with reference to original researchcarried out in the USA, from where 

the global property machine acquires much ofits economic, political and ideological impetus – ever more so 

in the Age ofTrump.  It will describe some of thefinancial networks reshaping US cities and their trans-

Atlantic influence.  But it will also discuss the campaigns ofresistance to the developers’ juggernaut and 

attempts to forge alternatives tothe neoliberal housing model. 

The paper will argue we have reached a decisive period in the globalstruggle to build genuinely inclusive, 

just and sustainable cities.  Within this, the fight for housing divorcedfrom the tyranny of the market is 

fundamental. Examples from the US and UK will connect with other internationalexperiences to point 

towards cities that can be more than zones of consumptionand exchange. 

 

CV: 

I have worked in, campaigned on and written about housing for over 25 years.  I also hold a PhD in urban 

policy.  I have been closely involved in the UK campaign against the 'Housing and Planning Act' which 

signals the determination of the UK government to adopt the 'Washington Consensus' in relation to 

housing policy - an issue I know is of concern to people in Greece and other parts of Europe. 



 

My book, There's No Place: The American Housing Crisis and what it means for the UK, will be published in 

June.  The book comes at a critical moment for the future of housing in the US and UK.  The election of 

Donald Trump makes a property developer "the most powerful man in the world".  For Americans with low-

incomes, the limited help to keep a home they can afford is at risk.  In the UK, the pending general election 

finds housing at a crossroads between a revival of non-market housing or letting the market rip. There's No 

Place tells the story of resistance and struggle at local level through the voices of those fighting to save 

their homes.  Each chapter covers a different aspect of the trans-Atlantic housing crisis based on detailed 

field research and interviews in Boston, New York, Chicago, Seattle, San Francisco, New Orleans, Atlanta 

and Washington DC. 

 


